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Becent Trends in Turkish Foreigzn Trade

The excessive internal demand, inordinately high price lsvels and the
poor grain exports which heve plagued the Turkish ecomcesy in recent yenrs,
continue to meke Turkey susceptible to Soviet-Bloe economic blandishoents.
With its credit virtually exzhsusted and most of Its products priced too high
to compete in Western markets, Turkey has beem obliged to turn incressingly to
barter deals wvith the Bloe. @Imports from the Soviet-Bloc hawe rdsen fron
7.9 peresnt of the totel im 1950t 18.3 percent in 1955, aspd export percentages
tuve similerly risen from 6.9 persent to 2.0 percent 1o the asxe periocd.

The Turkish govermment, spperently awere of bhe dissdventages of extensive
dealings with the Blos, has taken measurcs to reverse the currveni trend and
%o re-crient its trade towerd dollexr and EPU ereas. Preseure, however, frca
exporters o8 well ss 3ov Bloc ecuntries hes thus far militasted ageinsi as full
& realisstion of the govermpent's intemtions as hed been desired.

Thus far in 1556, Turkey's serious economic predicament shows signs of
improvement folloving drestic sati-inflationary messwres taken by the
govermment. While these messures have not yet direetly affected the exbernsd
payments situstion this eppears to have eased & ldtile. Turkey's foreige
trade for the first quarter of 1556 showed & defieit of £12.4 milliom =
compared with $35.6 milliom & yoar ago. If imternal stabilisetion can be
mm,wmmwﬁmmmmm?awwwamw
Turkey's chronic balance of payments difficulties,

Bovever, the inevessing aveilability within the Bloc of memmufactured goods
for export coupled with Turkiab ingbility to ddspose of its vhest and cotton
axports in vestern merkets, make the Turks ell the more resepiive to Jovieb
Bloe trade offers. Turkish imports from the Bloe, during 1955 ineluded:
from Poland, cement products, steel paint and newsprint; Bumgery, textiles,
cement, glass, Lractors and trucka; Rumends, peper; glaes e peints; the
Soviet Unicm, iron pducts, timber, glass and mechinery; Csechoelovakis,
lesther producta, febricated irom and steel, trucks, peper and textiles. In
twn, Turkey's exports included: livestock, goat hedr smd cottan to the
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to the Soviet Ualon; bren, tobscco, oflonke, vege und cobbtan to Humgery; iroe
ore, miphur, gost hair esd borex to Poland; hides, gost hair end cottom to
Csechoslovalia and to Roomemie.

without the progpect of a substantial lncresse in Free Wordd aid sod/or
m,mmmmminmamwﬁwmm
mey not be sulfficient to stsy it from & course which it spperemtly fecls
esoncsic necessity dtctetes.
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